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SEVERE FORMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

The term “severe forms of trafficking in persons” means:

(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced 

by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced 

to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

(B) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 

obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use 

of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 

involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.
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On Ramps, Intersections & Exit Routes Report: Polaris











“Human trafficking is a form of modern slavery -
- a multi-billion dollar criminal industry that 
denies freedom to 20.9 million people around the 
world. And no matter where you live, chances 
are it's happening nearby.

From the girl forced into prostitution at a truck 
stop, to the man discovered in a restaurant 
kitchen, stripped of his passport and held 
against his will. All trafficking victims share one 
essential experience: the loss of freedom.”

Polaris Project    www.polarisproject.org





IS THIS REALLY HAPPENING?
2016 Polaris Report

https://polarisproject.org/2018-us-national-human-trafficking-hotline-statistics

“Traffickers often rely 

on the transportation 

industry in every phase 

of human trafficking: 

for recruitment, moving 

and controlling victims, 

and for delivering 

victims to buyers who 

will complete their 

exploitation through 

either commercial sex 

or forced labor 

ventures.”

From the Executive Summary page 8

https://polarisproject.org/2018-us-national-human-trafficking-hotline-statistics


IS THIS REALLY HAPPENING?

2016: 7789 Reported Cases

2017: 8773 Reported Cases

2018:  10,949 Reported Cases  

California: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states


TRAFFICKING IN 
OUR COMMUNITY

Lack of Knowledge

Misidentification

Further Victimization

“Tribal leadership is key to addressing trafficking,” Valaura Imus-Nahsonhoya, a 
Hopi expert on human trafficking in Indian country.



Human Trafficking 
in Indian Country
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• Exhibits unusually fearful 
behavior after bringing up 
law enforcement

• Is not able to speak for 
themselves

• Unable to clarify where 
she is staying/address

• Brags about 
making/having money

• Numerous inconsistencies 
in story

• Has key cards for hotel 
rooms

• Talks about wild parties, 
invites others

• Is seen with older people 
(obviously not related) 

• Tattoo’s/Branding

• Multiple Electronic 
devices, with no 
explanation

• Frequent use of social 
media sites known for 
online dating/recruiting 

• Seen in places not 
consistent with lifestyle





Putting the Brakes 
on Human 
Trafficking

Brittney Farr, Local & Regional Relations 
Manager

Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART)



Who Are We Trying To Reach?



“Our See Something Say Something app has  been in place for only 

six months and we are getting great responses. One transit agency 

has received 28 reports of HT; another agency received 14 such 

reports.” Ed English CEO, ELERTS



Real Human Trafficking Reports

[ 21 ]
ELERTS See Say for 

Transit Systems



County Connection 
Protocol
Observe Potential Victim on bus

• Use PRTT on the radio

• If potential victim is on the bus use 
the code words  “County Connection 
2477 “  Follow instructions given by 
Dispatch

• Do Not make contact

• Complete an occurrence report



County Connection 
Protocol

Potential Victim is off bus

• Again - Call Dispatch - use 
PRTT on the radio.

• Follow Dispatch instructions

• Do Not make contact

• Complete an occurrence report



M U L T I M E D I A  T O O L S
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Action
Transit Organizations

Dallas Area Rapid Transit

“Stop Lives From Being Stolen” public awareness 
campaign. 

Orange County Transportation Authority

“Be the One” campaign with PSAs.  “Most of our [human 
trafficking] tips come from the public.”



S a n t a  F e  T r a i l s

L A  M E T R O



Buses On The Lookout Promo - TAT







“I was embarrassed to tell anyone, I didn’t want to shame my family. I wanted to die. I eventually escaped 

and now work fighting trafficking. I never want anyone to go through what I went through. It’s important to 

know the signs and have the tools to protect yourself. Hold events, movie screenings, and talk to your 

friends and family about human trafficking. If you see something suspicious report it. You can save a life 

and make a difference in your community.” -- J.M., Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Member



Thinking and Planning Best Practices

1. System Wide, Top To Bottom

2. Involve local resources & individuals

3. Identify First Responders

4. Elected officials

5. How will you report?

6. Feedback loop

7. Put traffickers on notice

Not on MY BUS. Not on MY TRAIN. Not in MY COMMUNITY!



Let’s Git to Gittin’!
“A nation’s greatness is measured by how it treats its weakest 
members.” Mahatma Ghandi

Continue learning
Kristen Joyner 

Backpack, LLC

kjoyner7@gmail.com

615-390-6863

KJBackpack.com


